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Walter Klopffer 



David Hunkeler <david.hunkeler@aquaplustech.ch> 

14.02.2008 08:52 

Walter, in my eyes, is the quintessential definition of an Editor. He 
has been involved in our discipline from its nascent times of being 
a proto-LCA, remembers well the dialogues of the past and inte¬ 
grates these into his commentaries, is selfless in inviting others to 
express their opinion, and has a very good eye in proofreading. 
Perhaps the feature that I appreciate most is Walter's 
critical thinking and his willingness to serve. I have 
been with him on committees and always appreci¬ 
ated how he taught us all to listen. This model to 
remember, reflect and regroup is almost philosophi¬ 
cal in its simplicity, yet one I value very much, and 
try to mimic as an apprentice. I sincerely believe that 
our field benefits from Walter's dedication and I of¬ 
fer him my heartfelt congratulations on turning sev¬ 
enty. Happy birthday, my friend. David Hunkeler 

sangwon <sangwon@umn.edu> 

14.02.2008 00:48 

Congratulations! Your ceaseless passion toward the 
advancement of LCA always inspires me. I believe 
that the entire LCA community is indebted to your 
great leadership that enabled the success of Int J LCA. 

Sangwon Sub 

Goran Finnveden <goran.finnveden@infra.kth.se> 
14.02.200814:13 

Walter Klopffer's importance for the development of Life Cycle 
Assessment during the last decades can hardly be overestimated. I 
remember him during the early 90's talking about publication and 
critical review as the keys to the development of LCA. He was so 
very right! During the early 90's it was quite difficult to get LCA 
papers published in scientific journals. This hampered the devel¬ 
opment of LCA and the acceptance of LCA results. Starting the 
International Journal of LCA was a key step in the development 
of LCA as a tool. This has been immensely important for develop¬ 
ment of LCA as a scientific discipline and the acceptance of LCA 
as a tool. Goran Finnveden 

"Jim Fava" <j.fava@fivewinds.com> 

16.02.200815:47 

Walter and I first met when we both worked at Battelle. I thought 
that we were ahead of the game within our Columbus division of 
Battelle, but when I met Walter in Frankfurt, I found out that we 
were the new kids on the block. Walter and his colleagues had 
already been active in LCA. Since then Walter has taken a vision¬ 
ary position in striking new ground with the Journal of LCA - at 
that time few thought it would succeed - not enough interest in 
this new but growing tool. He was right. His leadership with the 
journal, willingness to partner with groups to advance LCA glo¬ 
bally, breaking ground on the LCA study peer review process, 
and improving the quality of the LCA papers in the journal have 
all been some of the success factors that has established LCA as 
a solid tool in business and governments to improve our product 
and packaging systems. Walter, congratulations on your success 
and for one I look forward to many more years of collaboration. 
James Fava 


"Udo de Haes" <udodehaes@planet.nl> 

17.02.2008 09:47 

When the LCA community was fully working within the SETAC 
organisation, Water came up suddenly with the surprising idea of 
establishing an international journal on LCA, fully independent from 
our scientific home. Surely we found this journal a very good idea, 
there was a real need for it; but why in this way? Would it work? 

And now we can say, yes, look how good this idea 
was, precisely in the way he proposed. Walter, enjoy 
the pleasure of your work for a long time to come! 
Helias A. Udo de Haes 

"Martin Baitz" <m.baitz@pe-international.com> 
18.02.200810:23 

The LifeCycle: Vast amount of aspects - many differ¬ 
ent interpretations - few global players - one relevant 
journal! Congratulation, Walter. Viele Grufie, Martin 

"Matthias Finkbeiner" 
<matthias.finkbeiner@tu-berlin.de> 
21.02.200813:39 

I just started in the field of LCA when I first met 
Walter a long, long time ago. In contrast to some 
other 'big names' in the LCA community at that time, 
he showed respect for a 'rookie', if he (or she) had 
something to say. 

For me, that is one of his characteristic qualities: he is always fo¬ 
cused on content and substance rather than status or all the other 
political games that seem to be so important in the 'science busi¬ 
ness' today. 

Knowing that it is politically incorrect - especially for this com¬ 
munity - but I confess that I particularly enjoyed Walter's com¬ 
pany during breaks for a smoke at conferences. A ten-minute dis¬ 
cussion with him over a fag was often more inspiring than what 
happened in the sessions. 

We all know, what he did for the LCA community and for (t)his 
journal, but - most importantly - he still remains a driver for cut¬ 
ting-edge developments in our field. For me, he is the 'elder states¬ 
man of LCA' in the best possible meaning of the term and I wish 
him all the best for a happy and healthy future. Matthias Finkbeiner 

YoungRisk@aol.com 

03.03.200818:35 

Walter, It has been a great pleasure working with you as the LCA 
expert for ESPR, and as a fellow colleague with all the tasks and 
responsibilities of an Editor-in-Chief. You have been an inspira¬ 
tion to all of us! Best wishes for a wonderful 70th Birthday Cel¬ 
ebration! Al Young, Editor-in-Cbief, ESPR 

Almut Heinrich/SVHFI/Sueddeutscher-Verlag 
04.03.200813:16 

Dear Walter, in those days, 1984, when we worked together on 
your first book at Springer-Verlag ("Introduction to Polymer Spec¬ 
troscopy"), we could not know it that you would accompany me 
to ecomed publishers in order to found Int J LCA and now back 
to Springer-Verlag in order to further tailor the journal align with 
the challenging developments in the area of LCA. You have al¬ 
ways been a wonderful companion to me, we respect, appreciate 
and like each other, and this is a solid basis for our further fruitful 
cooperation in many years to come. Almut 
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